
 

St. Dominic Parish Centennial Year of Celebration 

1915 -2015 

 

On August 8, 2015 it will be one hundred 

years since St. Dominic parish was 

established in Cold Lake. Much has 

changed in society, in the Church and in 

parish life since then. Life for the first 

parishioners, early pioneers to this area, 

was very different. Life was all about 

survival; hard work, whether it was 

farming, fishing, hunting or home 

making, was a fact of daily life. 

Faith in God was at the heart of the 

existence of these pioneers. When the 

first white settlers arrived there was no church in Cold Lake, but people kept their faith alive just 

the same. Trust in Divine Providence was all they had to see them through the many hardships 

they encountered. Imagine living in a tent during cold months, travelling on foot many miles for 

supplies or to find work. It took a lot of courage and trust but they made it through. 

In 1891 Father Laurent LeGoff, missionary to the 

First Nations people, built a church at the present 

location known as LeGoff. Until the first church in 

Cold Lake was built in 1915, especially when it 

came time for children to receive the sacraments 

for the first time, it was not uncommon for 

families to travel by horse and buggy or even 

oxen and cart to St. Raphael church in LeGoff for 

Sunday Mass.  

For many, Sunday morning Mass was the outing 

of the week. Not only was it the belief that 

faithful attendance would be rewarded by God 

with abundant blessings but this weekly gathering was also a community event. After Mass all 

would gather on the porch at the front of the church; the men to one side, the women to the 

other. There were no newspapers, no telephones, etc. so this is where everyone caught up on 

the latest happenings in the community. The men planned their work week…exchange of labor 

 

Renovated church after 1933 and the rectory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lefebvre family on the way to St. Raphael church for the 

First Holy Communion of a child. 

 

 

 

 

The Lefebvre family on their way to St. Raphael’s in 

Legoff for a child’s First Holy Communion. 



 

and work bees for helping one another 

were common in those days. The women 

caught up on the latest gossip; who was 

ill, who had a new baby, etc. and shared 

what was happening for them. 

Ours is a rich history which is not to be 

forgotten as it contributed in making us 

who we are as a parish today. Over the 

coming year, once or twice a month 

there will be an insert in the parish 

bulletin describing various aspects of St. 

Dominic parish life over the years, such 

as the history of the church building, the 

priests who served here and many other 

parish events which have taken place over the years. 

We will also look at who we are now, especially the changes brought about by Vatican II and the 

impact the Council has had on our lives as followers of Christ. Since we are called to continue to 

grow in our faith life we will also look to the future: who is God calling us to be and what are we 

called to do. 

Throughout the year pictures will be displayed on the walls of the hallway leading to the sacristy. 

On Sundays when coffee is served after Mass, picture albums and other items relating to the 

theme of the month will be on display in the hall. We hope all will use these opportunities to 

learn about the past of our parish and the rich heritage which is ours.  

You are all invited to share any photos of church events which you may have and which would 

be of common interest. These photos will be returned to their owners once they have been 

displayed. 

Thank you, and may this coming year be one of rich blessings for all. 

 

Centennial Preparation Committee 

The Historical Sub-committee: 

Remi Lirette, Omer Dery, Sr. Celine Dery 

 

 

 

 

The 50th wedding anniversay of Joseph and Edesse Dery 

 

 

 


