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THE MISSIONARY OBLATE SISTERS AND VOCATIONS 

Adelard Langevin, Archbishop of St. Boniface, MB, in 1904 founded the first 

truly Manitoban religious congregation, the “Missionary Oblate Sisters of the 

Sacred Heart and Mary Immaculate”, more commonly known as the 

Missionary Oblate Sisters.  

At the time, Christian education and pastoral ministry were hampered by a 

shortage of priests and religious in a growing population of immigrants. 

Worse yet, the Manitoba School Act of 1890 violated the religious and 

language rights of the people. Bishop Langevin responded by establishing 

private Catholic schools in parishes and founding a new congregation.  

The phrase “As is the spring so is the stream” is for the Sisters an allegory that reflects the beginnings 

and growth as a congregation and their existence in the Canadian West. On March 24, 1904 six young 

women began their novitiate. Only three would go to make their vows, however, these three brave 

women redoubled their prayers, clung to their faith and continued to hope in the future.  

The reward was not long in coming and soon other women joined them. 

The group grew quickly and by 1906 the congregation was numerous 

enough to open a boarding school in St. Charles Parish, Winnipeg. In 1911 

when the first two sisters made their final vows, the congregation 

numbered forty members. This life time commitment gave the new 

foundation stability and the assurance it was willed by God. 

Archbishop Langevin wanted the sisters to be missionary-educators in 

every sense of the word. He once said, “Each child is a moral and social 

spring that will have influence in the future. You are raising the children of 

the nation, you are also a spiritual source, therefore, take care, for ‘as you 

make the spring, so will be the stream’…such is your vocation!”  

The Missionary Oblate Sisters taught in schools in Quebec, Ontario, 

Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. They have also been on mission in foreign countries, e.g. Brazil, 

Africa, Haiti and Thailand.  

The Missionary Oblate Sisters were in Cold Lake from 1958 to 1991. During this time they taught at St. 

Dominic and Assumption Schools. They did pastoral work in both parishes, at Elizabeth Settlement and 

taught religious education t in Le Goff School. Music and singing are very much a part of the Oblate 

culture. Generally one sister at the residence was a music teacher and offered music lessons to those 

interested. Many will recall the school choir with Sister St. Louis. In the parish, the sisters were sacristan 

and helped with the liturgy. Conscious of their Oblate mission to be multipliers, their knowledge and 

skills were generously passed on. Ministry to the hospital and the Lodge on Sunday mornings was 
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initiated by the sisters; a service which they continued as long as they were here.  In all fifty-four sisters 

were at one time or other posted to Cold Lake for a total of 231 years of service.  

Their years of hard work and witnessing, were blessed with two vocations from St. Dominic Parish. In 

1960 three cousins, all teachers at St Dominic School left 

their position and embarked on the journey of becoming 

religious. One of them, realizing this was not God’s call for 

her, left during the noviciate years. The other two 

persevered and are still active in parish ministry.  

Inspired by Vatican II, in 1969 

the Congregation developed 

a program for Lay Associates.  

Today the group of M.O. 

Associates numbers around 

seventy (70) and is very active in the fight against human trafficking. 

In 1998 the Oblate Renewal Centre was incorporated and its mission 

broadened to include a Counselling Centre for children and families, 

particularly those of low income. The Aulneau Renewal Centre has grown 

and continues its work as a member of the Catholic Corporation of Manitoba. 

The Motherhouse itself has been transformed into beautiful suites. The 

retired members of the Congregation continue to live there and to enjoy 

private living quarters along with many other seniors. 

A very small number of sisters remain active in apostolic life but they are sustained in their missionary 

work by the prayerful support of those who are retired or confined because of illness. Through their 

sufferings graciously offered, their prayers and oblation to God, they too continue to live their call to be 

“Good News” to all. 

What will happen to the stream of the Missionary Oblates in the future? What plans does God have for 

this modest group which continues to decrease in strength and numbers? The answer to these questions 

is hidden in the will of God, but one thing is certain: the Missionary Oblate Sisters were founded in 

response to a need for missionary-educators and they have answered faithfully. Today they continue to 

live in faith and to be Good News to all! This is their legacy! 

(Sourced from various M.O. documents) 

Biography of Dolorèse Rose Marie Déry 

Dolorèse, born in Cold Lake January 1, 1939, is the second child of Eugène and Alice Déry. For her first 

eight grades she attended the multi-graded school called, “Little Bear Creek” which later became known 

as “Poirier School”. Her parents believed that a bilingual education for their children was very important 

and therefore made the decision to send them to Fort Kent High School where French and religious 
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instruction were part of the curriculum. Fort Kent School was chosen because, apart from being quite 

close to home, it was under the administration of the Sisters of the Holy Cross. 

A small parcel of land was rented from Mr. and Mrs. A. Levasseur (uncle and aunt of Dolorèse) and a 

small house was built to accommodate the children while they pursued their high school studies. 

Dolorèse graduated from Fort Kent High School in 1958. 

After graduation Dolorèse left for Trois Rivières, QC to pursue her first year of normal school. This was 

made possible because she had received a bursary from Bishop Lussier of St. Paul. The following year, 

back in Cold Lake (1959-60), she taught at St. Dominic School. She taught grade two and lived on the 

farm with her parents. At the time the school bus was her only means of getting to and from school. 

In August 1960, she left Cold Lake to join the Missionary Oblate Sisters of St. Boniface MB. Dolorèse 

made her first vows on February 18, 1963. From March to June 1963, she taught grades 1 and 2 at St. 

Joseph the Worker school in Transcona, MB. In September 1963, she returned to Cold Lake to teach 

grades three and four at St. Dominic the first year, and grades five and six the next year. It so happened 

that her younger brother Yvon was in her class. 

In 1965, she was asked to transfer to Nampa in the Peace River district to teach grades one to three. She 

was principal of the school from 1971 to 1976 as well as superior at the sisters’ residence from 1971 to 

1978. While in Nampa she also served as sacristan, song leader for Sunday masses and prepared the 

young boys to serve mass. 

Up to this day August 18, 1968 remains a very special day for Dolorèse. It was on that day that she 

pronounced her perpetual vows. She still talks about the profound joy she experienced as she walked 

up the aisle toward the altar in the beautiful chapel of the Motherhouse in St. Boniface accompanied by 

her Mom and Dad. 

She spent many summers taking courses at the U of A followed by two full years of studies to complete 

her B. Ed. In early childhood education. 

Cold Lake seemed to be a constant attraction as she returned in 1980 to teach grade two and then grade 

four. Added to her teaching duties in Cold Lake, sister Dolorèse was song leader at Sunday liturgies; 

served as sacristan; brought communion to the residents at the Lodge as well as at the hospital and 

participated in the RCIA program. 

She felt blessed to have been in Cold Lake at the time when her father was battling cancer. He passed 

away in May 1984. Her mother died in May 1987 as a result of a tragic car accident near St. Paul. Dolorèse 

ended her teaching career in 1986 and took a sabbatical in Ladysmith, BC. for one year. It was her time 

of rest and renewal before accepting a new assignment at the Oblate Retreat Centre in Winnipeg in the 

fall of 1987. 

In the fall of 1989, Dolorèse enrolled in a two year program at St. Paul University in Ottawa where she 

graduated with a diploma in theology and pastoral animation. Armed with new expertise and a fresh 

outlook on life she applied for pastoral work in different dioceses across western Canada. She received 



 

4 
 

an offer from the diocese of Edmonton. Therefore in September 1991 J.N. MacNeil, Archbishop of 

Edmonton, named her as Canonical Administrator and Pastoral facilitator at St.  Joachim, one of the 

Francophone parishes of Edmonton at the time. She was also in charge of the daily responsibilities, such 

as preparing baptisms, first communions, confirmations, marriages, funerals, etc. 

In October 1999 there was an important event since the parish celebrated the 100th anniversary of the 

fourth church building at St. Joachim. The origin of St. Joachim dates back to 1838 and is the oldest parish 

in Edmonton. The mass was televised across the country Radio Canada and generated many favorable 

comments. Dolorèse relates her role as administrator of a parish for over 18 years as both challenging 

and rewarding. She retired from active duty on February 1, 2010. 

Submitted by Dolorèse Déry 

Biography of Marie Céline Ada Theresa Déry 

My grandfather, Joseph Déry, one of the early pioneers of the Cold Lake area, arrived with his family in 

1911 and settled on a homestead four miles west of Cold Lake. My father, Alméric Déry, the youngest 

son of the family, inherited the family farm and that is where I grew up. I was born in the John Neil 

hospital in Cold Lake on October 3, 1939, the feast of St. Thérèse de Lisieux. Even though her feast day 

has been changed, she is still my patron saint! I am the third child in a family of five, one older sister and 

three brothers.  

I was baptized at home on October 10, 1939. The parish priest was visiting an elderly parishioner in area 

and stopped by the Déry home to baptize the new born. I started school at age 7 and attended Poirier 

School. The first three grades classes consisted in completing correspondence lessons under the 

watchful eye of a supervisor. The supervisor for grades two and three happened to be an older cousin 

and to this day she remains a favorite teacher. 

For grades 4 to 8 we had a qualified teacher. Grades nine and ten were done at Cold Lake High School. 

By grade eleven, my mother, Jeanne Longtin, decided her youngest daughter needed to follow in the 

footsteps of her older sister who had completed her grade twelve with the Sisters of the Assumption in 

Bonnyville. So off to boarding school I went to attend Bonnyville Central High School and to graduate 

from there in 1956. Those were two of the very best years of school, except that our father, who lived 

with a chronic heart condition, passed away in 1955! It left a huge hole in our hearts but with our 

mother’s faith, strength and courage to inspire us, we rallied and carried on with life. 

In keeping with family tradition in 1956 I enrolled in the Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta 

for the Junior E. teaching certificate. Having obtained a bursary from the Public School Division the 

following year meant teaching at the Grand Centre Elementary School. My classroom happened to be 

the old Poirier School which had by then been closed and moved for additional space! 

In 1958 St. Dominic School opened and, of course, Father Emile Champagne insisted on a transfer to the 

Catholic School district, to teach grade 5. The following year it was a move to grade six with my class. 

That same year the decision to join the Missionary Oblate Sisters was made.  
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On August 18, 1960 I boarded the train to Winnipeg to make my entry into the congregation the next 

morning! That first day at the Missionary Oblate Sisters’ house remains a blur! First vows were made on 

February 18, 1963 and two days later, I was headed for Peace River country to replace a sister who had 

taken ill. She had been teaching grades 7 and 8. Needless to say the re-entry into teaching was a little 

daunting. The fall of 1964 brought another move to a small francophone town called Marie-Reine, AB to 

teach a class of grades three–four pupils who did not speak a word of English.  

On February 18, 1968, I made my final vows in the chapel at the Motherhouse in Winnipeg. To my great 

joy, my mother, a younger brother and a close cousin were able to join me for this momentous occasion! 

Over the years, teaching took me St. Dominic School in Cold Lake, Holy Family in Whitecourt and at our 

Academy in St. Charles Parish, Winnipeg, MB. Each new assignment was a challenge to be taken up and 

met! My teaching experience included grades one to ten. In 1973 I obtained a Bachelor of Education 

degree after many summer school courses and a full year sabbatical. 

In 1980, while teaching at St. Dominic, the call came to prepare for the position of Treasurer for the 

congregation. This was accomplished by attending St. Boniface College, MB and obtaining an accounting 

certificate. As Treasurer, besides transitioning the accounting from a manual to an electronic system, 

the responsibilities were many: payroll, looking after investments, purchasing and selling vehicles, 

properties, etc. It was a steep learning curve but one that was greatly enjoyed. 

Later on I enrolled at Saint Paul University for a certificate in Theology but after one year decided to 

complete the Bachelor of Theology degree in 1994. While living in Toronto I worked for a pregnancy 

distress organization, Birthright International. During this time a Compassionate Leadership Certificate 

from the Centre for Creative Ministries and a Certificate in Interactive Listening were obtained. 

Once again in 1998 God had a new mission in store. This time the challenge was to take on the role of 

director at a Counselling Centre being established by the congregation in St. Boniface, MB. The next five 

years were devoted heart and soul to this new endeavor and once more with God’s help and that of 

companions in faith, the project thrived and continues to bring assistance to many to this day. 

While at the Counselling Centre, in the evenings, I facilitated courses in Theology for students working 

on a Bachelor’s degree through the online program from Sherbrooke University, QC. and also assisted a 

colleague with offering Focusing workshops. 

My departure from the Aulneau Counselling Centre was providential and opened the door to a new 

apostolate. That same summer, July 2003, both my older sister and older brother were diagnosed with 

life altering health conditions. I came home to Cold Lake to be with them and to assist them in whatever 

ways possible. Both have since passed away, so besides continuing to be present to my family in times 

of need, I serve in St. Dominic parish in whatever way God calls.  

Céline Déry, M.O. 


