
 1 

 
Fr. Jean-Baptiste Thibault 

 

HISTORY OF ST. DOMINIQUE PARISH 

COLD LAKE, ALBERTA 

 

Today it is difficult for us to fully appreciate the hardships experienced by our forefathers and 
mothers during the development of the Cold Lake area. They were confronted with conditions 
few men and women today would be willing to brave. They survived by helping each other and 
counting on God’s help, they literally carved this place out of the wilderness. Our blessings go 
to them all.   
 

Missionary expedition to Cold Lake and the establishment of a parish: 
 

It is interesting to note that in June 1844 M. l’abbé Jean-Baptiste 
Thibault left from St-Boniface, Manitoba to make his first expedition to 
the First Nations of Northern Eastern Alberta. At the time the diocese 
of St. Boniface extended all the way to the Rockies. The Montagnais 
(called Chippewayans by the Cree) had not had the honour of seeing 
Father Thibault before. Hearing of his coming, these native people 
stayed close to home so as not to miss his visit. 
 
M. l’abbé Thibault took a Hudson Bay Company barge to go down to 

Fort Pitt, which had been founded in 1829 and was located at a large bend in the North 
Saskatchewan River, 16 km east of the Alberta-Saskatchewan border. Fort Pitt was the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s major trading post between Fort Carlton and Fort Edmonton. The 
day after arriving at the post some Chippewayans, now better known as Dene, arrived to trade 
furs and to see if the missionary was there yet. It gave them great joy to learn that M. l’abbé 
Thibault would visit with them and bring them great blessings. 
 
Father Thibault left Fort Pitt with two of the young gentlemen from the First Nations as guides 
and helpers. They were on foot having only two horses loaded with all of his baggage. The 
road was bad, often having to cross heavy forest and muskegs. The journey took five days. At 
noon on October 2nd 1844 Father Thibault had accomplished his promise and arrived in Cold 
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Father Laurent LeGoff 

Lake where many families awaited him. They had him enter a small house (a hut), which 
belonged to a man named Janvier, age 62. This poor hut, which reminded Father Thibault of 
the stable in Bethlehem, served as his domain and church for the sixteen days he spent in this 
place. 
 

On Sunday October 6th Father Thibault performed his first baptism and a few days before his 
departure he performed marriages after having baptized the spouses. In all he baptized 102 
persons and married 13 couples. The native people had a great desire to learn about God and 
to serve Him. The preaching and prayers were said in French. All understood to a certain point. 
Catechism was taught using pictures. Father Thibault spoke French and Cree, and could 
understand some Chippewayan. 
 
The departure of Father Thibault from Cold Lake took place on October 18th 1844. Father 
Thibault was escorted to Lac la Biche by an old Canadian man named Joseph Cardinal who was 
88 years old. After Father Thibault’s visit the Chippewayans only had the occasional visits of a 
priest named Julien Moulin o.m.i. who could not speak their language very well. 
 

Prior to the arrival of the first white settlers the territory occupied by 
the First Nations people was very large. It extended from the shores of 
Cold Lake, south to the present day site of LeGoff. The whole area was 
known as Cold Lake. From 1872 to 1879 Father Laurent LeGoff, an 
Oblate Missionary priest, probably from the diocese of Edmonton, 
made regular visits to Cold Lake. Then from 1879 until 1882 Father 
Emile Petitot came to live among the Chippewayan people who were 
established north east of the lake. In 1882 Fr. LeGoff returned and 
constructed a chapel 22 feet square with a small sanctuary. It is very 
possible that this church was built on land later owned Eugene 
Lefebvre. This point on the lake shore was known as Willow Point, and 

is now within Cold Lake Provincial Park just east of Cold Lake North.  
 
Later, for reasons unknown, 1891 Father LeGoff constructed a church in what is now known as 
LeGoff. The church was made from lumber and was 40 feet by 22 feet. From then on Father 
Laurent LeGoff served the mission called St. Raphael on the Chippewayan Reserve. 
 
In time a certain number of French Canadian families settled near the lake and also demanded 
the visit of a priest for their spiritual needs. In 1911 Father Emile Fâbre was put in charge of 
visiting the French Canadian families once a month, in what is now Cold Lake. He would say 
Mass in their homes. These services were held primarily in the homes of the Arsenault and 
Poirier families as they had the larger houses. 
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The second church in Cold Lake 
 
 
 
 

 
The first church 

In July 1914 Father Jules Le Chevalier, o.m.i. replaced 
Father Fâbre. The following year he received the order 
from his bishop to build the first church for the primarily 
French Canadian colony. The church was made of logs and 
was 20 feet by 20 feet. It was built on land given by a Mr. 
Soucy near the present St. Dominic church location but a 
bit more south east. The entrance to this first chapel was 
on the west with living quarters for the priest on the east 
side. Later the altar was moved to the north wall making 
more space for pews.  

 
Since the first mass in the first church was going to be said on the feast 
day of Our Lady of the Snows Father Le Chevalier wrote Archbishop Legal 
asking “to place the new mission under the protection of “Our Lady of 
the Snows”, whose feast day it happened to be in the Office he was 
praying that day. The Bishop him to turn the page of his Divine Office) 
and to name St. Dominique as titular of the new mission. From that time 
on this new Canadian colony received the name of St. Dominic of Cold 
Lake.” (Excerpt from “Origins of the First Missions of the Diocese of St. 
Paul”).   
 

Some months later Father Le Chevalier received word from the Archbishop that M. l’abbé 
Délabre was appointed to St. Dominic and to prepare for his arrival. This was accomplished on 
the feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8th, 1915. Therefore the French colony 
received the name St. Dominique and the native mission St. Raphael. Father LeGoff, resident 
at St. Raphael mission, eventually gave his name to the location. He remained there until 1918 
when he retired because of his old age. He was replaced by Father P.L. Dauphin, o.m.i. who 
soon was joined by Father R.P. Balter, o.m.i. 
 
Father Balter, with the exception of 1917 - 1918 spent most of his time in the Cold Lake area 
until 1936.  As a resident of both Cold Lake and LeGoff, he ministered especially to the First 
Nations people and the Métis. He could speak perfectly 
the Cree and Chippewayan languages as well as French.  
 In December 1917 the chapel was destroyed by fire. 
Again Mass was said in family homes. This time it was at 
Adolphe Bibeau’s near the lake, at the Norbert Poirier 
and Joseph Dery homes four miles west of the lake and 
occasionally at the home of Alphonse Lefebvre in Cold 
Lake. The second church was built on the present 
location and included living quarters for the priest. It 
was built north-south with the entrance to the south.   

 
Fr. Jules Le Chevalier 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Father Le Chevalier 
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The renovated church 

 
The church built in 1959-60 and still in 
use in 2014 

 
The church bell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The church bell 

 
 

 

In 1929 plans were modified and changes were 
made to the building. The entrance was moved 
to the north end, facing the lake and a steeple 
with a bell was added. The Blessing ceremony of 
the renovated church, steeple and bell was led 
by Father Balter as the Bishop’s representative. 
He was assisted by Father Lapointe of 
Bonnyville and Father Connoir, priest in Fort 
Kent. Also in attendance were the pastor Father 
Pratt and Father Ernest Lacombe from St. 
Raphael, LeGoff.  
 

In 1947 a strong wind broke the cross off the steeple of the church 
and sent it toppling down; it was replaced two years later by 
volunteers. 
 
In 1950 a new furnace was installed in the church. With the arrival of 
Father Emile Champagne in 1956 the furnace was once again 
replaced and major renovations to the church were undertaken. In 

the fall of 1957 a misfortune 
took place. While the dried 
grass in the church yard was 
being raked and burned a 
spark ignited a few strands of hay and the fire crept 
through a mouse hole in the foundation. The result 
was a great explosion during the night which split the 
roof of the church open. The fire was put out but so 
much damage had been done to the church that the 
decision was taken to demolish it. Even though the 
insurance compensation was very small, plans were 
made to construct a new church.  
 
This third building was constructed in 1959 - 1960 and 

is today’s beloved church.  
 

 


