
 

LAKELAND ROMAN CATHOLIC SEPARATE SCHOOL DISTRICT #150 

In 1955 Bishop Philippe Lussier, bishop of the diocese of St. Paul, AB, approached the Missionary 

Oblate Sisters of the Sacred Heart and Mary Immaculate to see if they would consider opening a 

mission in Cold Lake, AB to teach at a new separate school. The Superior General at the time, 

Sister Jean-de-la-Croix, found it necessary to decline the invitation because of a lack of personnel.  

In the spring of 1956, Father Émile Champagne was named pastor at St. Dominic parish. Father 

Champagne had a vision for the parish and was adamant it would become reality. He immediately 

set the wheels in motion to obtain permission from the provincial government to establish a 

Separate School District for the parish. Permission was eventually granted and a formal School 

Board was set up. Construction on the new school soon began. The general Contractor for the 

new building was Généreux Construction and the cost of the building was $231356.42. 

The members of the first school board were: 

Chairperson - Arthur Hoolahan 
Trustees – Robert Bartholomew, Sr. 
                   Marcel Lirette 
                   Louis Poirier, Sr. 
       Benoit Lefebvre  
Secretary-Treasurer – Lillian Lefebvre 
 
Father Émile Champagne was appointed 
Administrator of the school. 
 

The request to have the Missionary Oblate Sisters open a mission in Cold Lake and to be part of 

the staff at the separate school was renewed by Father Champagne himself.  Father Champagne 

was originally from Manitoba and knew this congregation very well. His older Sister was a 

member of the congregation. No doubt his persuasive charm helped in obtaining a positive 

response this time. 

A team of seven Sisters came to Cold Lake and took up residence in what was formerly the rectory 

for the Oblate Fathers. St. Dominic School officially opened in September 1958 with 250 students 

enrolled. Grades 1 to 12 were taught at the school.  

The first teaching staff was as follows: 

Principal – Sister St. Martial (Berthe Caron) 

 
 
 

 



 
Elementary Grades 
Sister Marie Luce (Marie Luce Roy) - grade one 
Edesse Déry – grade two 
Lorraine Champagne – grade three 
Marie-Marthe Levasseur – grade four 
Céline Déry – grade five 
M. C. Gilchrist – grade six 
 
Junior High – grades seven to nine 
Fleurette Champagne 
Sister St. Louis (Juliette Valcourt) 
Mary Magdelan Foss  
 
High School – grades ten to twelve 
Patricia Anne Baker 
Thomas Bernard Walter 
Sister François de Sales (Fernande 
Vermette) 
Sister St. Martial (Berthe Caron) 
 
Angus Brière and Amie Sanregret were the caretakers at the school. 
 
In 1961, Father Robert Poulin, pastor at Assumption church in what was then Grand Centre, 
under took to have an elementary/junior separate school opened in his parish. He, also, called 
upon the Missionary Oblate Sisters to take charge of the school. Assumption school opened its 
doors to 150 students in September 1963. Two Sisters were part of the staff. 
 
With the continued growth in population in the early 1980’s changes were required to the 
orientation of the two separate schools in the area to respond to the need for more space and 
better accommodation for Catholic students. The Lakeland Roman Catholic Separate School 
District #150 was established in 1980 to replace the two existing separate school boards. Then in 
1985 St. Dominic and Assumption schools were amalgamated under the one new separate school 
district. St. Dominic School became the elementary school (kindergarten to six) with Nick Rawlake 
as principal.  Assumption school was transformed into a senior/junior school.  
 
St. Dominic School continues to offer Catholic education from kindergarten to grade six in both 
French Immersion and English programs. Over the years the staff at St. Dominic School have been 
blessed to serve students from the City of Cold Lake and surrounding districts for more than 50 
years and look forward to many more years of service. 
 
 
  
 

 

F. Champagne, B. walter, E Dery, C. Dery, M. Gilchrist, P. Baker, M. Foss, L. 

Champgne, M. Levasseur, Sr. Roy. Sr. Vermette, Sr. Caron, Sr. Valcourt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  


